3m – The Phosphorous Cycle

Word Bank: Biosphere, Decomposer, RNA, Oceans, DNA, Carbon, Consumer, Ocean, Plants, Atmosphere, Food Webs, Phosphate, Organic Compounds, Nitrogen.

Phosphorous is essential to living things because it is a component of vital macromolecules like 1) _ _ _ and 2) _ _ _.  

· Unlike 3) _ _ _ _ _ _, 4) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ and Oxygen, Phosphorous doesn’t enter Earth’s 5) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ – it doesn’t reach a gaseous state;
· It is found in an Inorganic form of 6) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _:
· In soil and rock minerals on Land, 
· And in 7) _ _ _ _ _ sediments. 
(Phosphorus is a solid at 25(C ~ 77(F)
· It is not very common in the 8) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _…

· Some stays on the land and is absorbed from the soil or water by    9) _ _ _ _ _ _, and used to make 10) _ _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _;
· Those phosphorous containing compounds pass through 

     11) _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ from producer to 12) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ to 

    13) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _;
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Much of it washes into streams and rivers, and finds its way to the  14) _ _ _ _ _ _ _.
F-K Reading Level = 9.1

· http://www.princeton.edu/~chm333/2003/agriculture/phosphoruscycle.htm
