3c - Intro to Ecology

What is Ecology? 
· Studying 1)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ that occur between 2)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _;
· Studying the interactions between organisms and their 3)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ environment.

The Biosphere - The combined parts of the planet where 4)_ _ _ _ exists, including:

· Air – 5)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
· Water – 6)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
· Earth – 7)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
[It extends from about 8 kilometers (5 miles) above the Earth’s surface to 11 kilometers (7 miles) below the ocean’s surface.]

Interactions within the biosphere produce a web of 8)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ between organisms and their environment.
Levels of Organization
9)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ study events and organisms ranging in complexity - from a single 10)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ to the entire Biosphere.
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Word Bank: Ecologists, organisms, Atmosphere, interactions, Hydrosphere, interdependence, physical, Geosphere, individual, life, individuals, species, 
Levels of Organization
· Individual – member of a particular 11)_ _ _ _ _ _ _, living in a specific area. (A mountain lion) 
· Population – group of 12)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ of the same species living in the same area. (all of the mountain lions on Mt Diablo)
3c – Intro (continued)

· Communities – groups of different 13)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ that live together in a defined area. (Every living thing on Mt. Diablo – lions, coyotes, birds, rodents, insects, etc.)
· Ecosystem – A collection of all the 14)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  that live in a particular place, along with their 15)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ environment. (Mt. Diablo & all of it’s inhabitants + the rock type/soil, slopes, elevation, climate, water, etc.)
· Biome – a group of 16)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ that have the same 17)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ and the same dominant 18)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. (Temperate Woodland)
· Biosphere – The entire living 19)_ _ _ _ _.

Word Bank (Part 2): Physical, communities, Earth, ecosystems, organisms, climate, populations.
 F – K reading level = 12
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