1e - What Is Life?

The Characteristics of Living Things
Word Bank: Earth, multicellular, Single, pattern, organism, reproduction, parents, Cells, environment, barrier, change, Genetic, Develop.

Characteristics that all living things possess include:

· Being made up of units called 1)_ _ _ _ _:
· A collection of living matter enclosed by a 2)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ that separates the cell from its 3)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _;

· They are the smallest unit of an 4)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ that can be considered alive.

· They Reproduce:

· Organisms produce new organisms through 


 5)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _:

· Asexual Reproduction – 6)_ _ _ _ _ _ Parent;
· Sexual Reproduction – Different 7)_ _ _ _ _ _ _.
· They are based on a Universal 8)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ Code:

· DNA – the molecule that determines the characteristics of every organism on 9)_ _ _ _ _, but there is still much we don’t know…
· They Grow and 10)_ _ _ _ _ _ _:

· Each type of organism has a distinctive life cycle – a 
        11)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ of growth and 12)_ _ _ _ _ _ over its lifetime.

· All organisms grow;
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Many 13)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ organisms develop = change over its life (Ex. egg – larvae – pupa – moth);
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Characteristics of Life page 2…

Word Bank 2: group, fossil, Internal, metabolism, alive, major, Energy, grow, Materials, changing, reactions, Environment, Homeostasis, species, Change.

· They Obtain and Use 1)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ and 2)_ _ _ _ _ _;

· Organisms need a constant supply of energy and materials to   3)_ _ _ _, develop, reproduce, and simply to stay 4)_ _ _ _ _.

· The combination of chemical 5)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ that occur as an organism breaks down or builds up materials is called                6)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.

· They Respond to their 7)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _;

· Organisms live in constantly 8)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ environments – day/night changes, seasonal changes, etc.

· Each organism responds to these changes in its own way.

· They Maintain a Stable 9)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Environment;

· An organism will undergo many changes – influenced by the environment, growth, etc.

· An organism maintains stable internal conditions in a process called 10)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.

· As a group – Living Things 11)_ _ _ _ _ _ Over Time. 
· Individuals inherit traits from their parent/parents that very rarely change during a lifetime:
· As a 12)_ _ _ _ _, living things can change over time – in response to their environment.  There are two types of evolution:
· Microevolution – small changes to a 13)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ over time (Cro-Magnon to modern human);
· Macroevolution – 14)_ _ _ _ _ changes (dinosaur to bird);
· The 15)_ _ _ _ _ _ record indicates that organisms abundant today did not exist in ancient times, and many organisms from ancient times do not exist today.
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