9k – The History of Life: The Geologic Time Scale
Geologic Time Scale:
· A scale used to represent 1) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ time.

· Developed by studying rock 2) _ _ _ _ _ _ and index 

   3) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ worldwide. 
· Major changes in the fossil record were used to 

   4) _ _ _ _ _ _ geologic time into segments.

· Later – radioactive 5) _ _ _ _ _ _ made it possible to assign specific ages to the time scale.

Word Bank: Eras, layers, eon, evolutionary, divide, fossils, dating
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· Geologic time begins with Precambrian Time – an 6) _ _ _.
· Eons – The Largest Division of Geologic Time = a period of 1 billion years or more; many 7) _ _ _ _ make-up an Eon.
9k – Page 2

· Precambrian – 4.5 billion years ago to 543 m.y.a. = 88% 
· Few 8) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ fossils exist from this time.

· Phanerozoic – 543 million years ago to Present
· Eras – major time periods separated by the types of 
   9) _ _ _ _ forms that we find in them; the following are eras in the Phanerozoic Eon:
· Paleozoic – Many types of marine life.

· Mesozoic – Flowering plants, dinosaurs rule.

· Cenozoic – 10) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ flourish.

· Periods – Subdivisions of Eras:
· Many are named for the areas where 11) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ first described the rocks or fossils of that period.
· We are presently in the Quaternary Period
· Epoch – A subdivision of a 12) _ _ _ _ _ _ (made-up of a smaller division known as an Age):
· We are presently in the 13) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Epoch
Word Bank 2: Period, life, holocene, multicellular, mammals, geologists
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