NS-j2 - Evolution – The Fossil Record
How Fossils Form: 
· Formation of 1)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ is rare – special conditions are required.

Word Bank: tree, water, time, organisms, deposited, stone, imprints, mineral, fossils, preserved, hard.
· Most form in sedimentary rock.  Sedimentary rock forms through the following processes:  

· 2) _ _ _ _ _ carries silt, sand and clay particles down streams and rivers;
· These particles are 3) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ in slow moving pools or lakes, deltas, seas, etc;
· Over 4) _ _ _ _, distinct layers build up (various material);
· Dead 5) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ may become buried in the layers – and may not decay;
· Each added layer adds weight – compressing the layers beneath and (with some chemical activity) turning them to 6) _ _ _ _ _.

· Fossils are also found in peat bogs, and tar pits, polar glaciers and mountaintops, and 7) _ _ _ _  resin (amber).

· Fossil type and quality varies greatly – 

· 8) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ of soft parts; 
· Or more often, imprints of 9) _ _ _ _ parts:
· Wood, shells, or bones are replaced by long-lasting 10) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ compounds;
· Rarely, organisms are buried quickly in fine clay or volcanic ash and are nearly perfectly 11) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.

