NS-a2 - What is Evolution?

Evolution = Gradual development; Change over time; an unfolding of events; the sequence of events involved in the evolutionary development of a species or taxonomic group of organisms.
There are TWO parts to evolutionary theory: 

1. Whether it happened: Evolution is descent with modification. The organisms on earth today have descended from earlier, simpler forms of life. (scientists agree that this happened, yet it is not a law.) 

2. How it happened: What are the mechanisms of change? How does it work? How long does it take? (Healthy scientific debate is still continuing on this topic – but the general idea is the same = Natural Selection.) 
Misconceptions about Evolution: 
1) Humans evolved from monkeys.
2) Charles Darwin invented evolution.

3) Evolution is only a theory, and therefore insignificant.
4) Etc…

There are so many misconceptions about this theory I can not name them all…   

We will look at this controversial, yet simple theory – and what it says.  Please pay attention and try to learn something; it can never hurt to be informed.
Bottom-line = No, you don’t have to accept it…   you just have to understand it, that’s what science is all about!
